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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CA, FR 

SUBJECT: QUEBEC MINISTER TO VISIT FRANCE AND BELGIUM 

1 . QUEBEC MINISTER FOR INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, CLAUD MORIN, 

WILL VISIT FRANCE AND BELGIUM DURING THE FINAL WEEK OF APRIL. WHILE 
IN PARIS, APRIL 27-29, HE REPORTEDLY WILL BE RECEIVED BY PRIME 
MINISTER BARRE AMONG OTHER LEADING PERSONALITIES IN THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE FIRST FRANCO-QUEBEC ACCORDS 
IN 1965, QUEBEC MINISTERS HAVE ROUTINELY BEEN RECEIVED BY MEMBERS 
OF GOF WHEN ON OFFICIAL VISITS TO FRANCE. THUSFAR, WE HAVE SEEN NO 
SIGNS THAT THE GOF HAS ALTERED ITS LONG STANDING SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH QUEBEC SINCE P.Q. ELECTION. AT LEAST IN PUBLIC, LOCALLY BASED 
FRENCH CONSULAR OFFICIALS AS WELL AS VISITING MEMBERS OF FRENCH 
CABINET HAVE MAINTAINED NONCOMMITTAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS QUEBEC 
INDEPENDENCE INSISTING THAT IT IS MATTER FOR QUEBECOIS 
THEMSELVES TO DECIDE. MCNAMARA 
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